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Resolution 185 

Opposing District or Borough High School Admissions Priority in Manhattan 

 
WHEREAS, on May 2, 2024 NYCPS Chancellor David C. Banks announced that he would reinstate 
“some kind of priority” for students in District 2 in high school admissions;1 

 
WHEREAS, the NYCPS Office of District Planning reported in its Fall 2023 Manhattan High School Data 
Summary Report that, in respect of Manhattan, “there is an excess of high school seats in all districts, 
particularly in District 2;”2 

 
WHEREAS, with a total high school enrollment of 32,471 students and total capacity of 41,922 seats, 
District 2 has excess high school capacity of 9,451 seats, more than any other community school 
district in the NYCPS system;3 

 
WHEREAS, ending district priority in District 2 let to greater access to many popular District 2 schools 
for Black, Latinx, and low-income students;4 

 
WHEREAS, 56% of students attending high schools in Manhattan live outside Manhattan and 14% of 
students in Manhattan high schools live in Queens;5 

 
WHEREAS, the Office of District Planning reported in its Fall 2023 Queens High School Data Summary 
Report that Queens has a deficit of 863 high school seats;6 

 
WHEREAS, the Office of District Planning has reported that District 30 has a high school enrollment of 
9,811 students and has a total of 9,999 high school seats, leaving very little room to accommodate 
any additional students;7 

 
WHEREAS, for many years, students living in District 30 have attended high schools in Manhattan in 
large numbers, especially high schools in District 2; 

 
WHEREAS, because of the layout of the New York City public transportation system, many high 
schools in Manhattan are a shorter commute away from neighborhoods in District 30 than 
comparable schools in Queens; 

 
WHEREAS, any reinstatement of district priority in high school admissions for students in District 2 or 
implementation of borough priority for students in Manhattan would result in fewer choices of high 
school opportunities for students in neighboring District 30; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, that the District 30 Community Education Council urges Chancellor Banks to reconsider 
his stated intent to grant geographic priority in high school admissions to students in District 2 or 
in Manhattan until the Office of Student Enrollment and the Office of District Planning can provide 
a detailed analysis of the impact of those changes in admissions priorities on high school 
admissions citywide and New York City Schools provides opportunities for citywide public 
comment of the analysis; be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the District 30 Community Education Council also requests that NYCPS also 
prepare an alternative report to reflect a distance priority as opposed to a Manhattan priority.  

 
VOTED AND APPROVED: June 10, 2024 
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